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     The definitive history on the nuclear tests cannot be written yet. Numerous testimonies have still not 
been published , I am convinced of it.
     Despite the already important quantity of stories, documents, I would like, for my part and in my way, 
to share with you my testimony, which is evidently slightly different from others. It does not aim at 
providing a definitive truth. It is neither the synthesis of all that is known, but it takes stock on a totally 
different version, lived in the midst of politicians and scientists from the civil and the military world.
     In 1959, like many other young people of this decade, I have been called for military service, (the 
59.1.B for the purists). After spending 14 months in France as a driver for the authorities in the Major 
Staff, I am assigned at the beginning of 1960 in Algeria, more precisely, in a French garrison in Tebassa, 
in the North of the country, close to the Tunisian border.
     Considering my experience as a cauffeur, I was naturally destined to leas the scientifique and military 
authorities of Saclay (center for nuclear studies in the Essonne) who came to Reggane (south of Algeria), 
before the time of the detonations.
     Given my expertise as driver, I was naturally assigned to drive the military authorities and the 
scientists of Sacaly (centre for nuclear studies in Essone) who came to site of Reggane (South of Algeria),
during the times that preceeded the launches.
     Very rapidly, I am put in front of the sad reality of nuclear tests, of which I was not aware of. We must
remember that in the outskirts of the Ardennes from which I am from, very few people have ever heard of
nuclear tests. Now, in hindsight, I have effectiely become conscious of the risks that I had unknowlingly 
taken because of the lack of informations on the effects and the dangers of radioactivity, on people, on 
materials, and others.
     My daily life was limited to waiting that authorities, the engeneers asked me to drive them to different 
locations of the site. I must say that I was not questioning the many mysteries, questions with no answer, 
because of my ignorance of course. The transports on the detonation site always took place the day after 
the explosion and, if I can express myself in this fashion, for a limited club, the person transported and 
myself.
     During my stay, I had then assisted to two aerial launches on the site of Reggane, with everything that 
this entails, before and after. The first one took place the 13th of February 1960, it was dropped from a 
tower of 100 meters, of a power of 60/70 kt. The second one took place the 1st of April of the same year 
on the same site, but this time from a platform and of a potency of 4 kt.
     That which I will never forget, and that clearly had astonished me, was the "ritual" before the 
detonations. In fact, during the preceding months, a stage was put on around the perimeter of point zero, 
that you could extend up until several kilometers. The scientists decided to place at different locations, of 
which only them had the scientific motivations: a tank, a mannequin, a tank carrier, military goods with 
different weapons, some smaller vehicles, and a boat one kilometer away (no you are not dreaming), a 
bag of carrots, potatoes etc... and everything was for an essentially experimental purpose, you must have 
understood by now.
     Basically, right after the completed launch, a plane of the Vulture type took off with the mission of 
passing through the radioactive cloud, so that it could collect some radioactive dusts thanks to some filters
placed on the machine. Once back, the dismantling of the filters happened with the help of a robot and 
away of all indescreet looks, under the mountain that is closest to the laboratory.
     As explained earlier, it was not until the day after the launch that I had to drive the scientist or the 
engineer on the launching site. We have never really been on point zero technically speaking, but we got 
as close as fifty meters, distance that I have evidently approximately assessed.
     The scientist always asked me to stop the car at a place that was decided by himself only, and, starting 



from there,the both of us advanced on foot towards the direction of point zero.  Beforehand we wore a 
protective the protective property of which was only in the name considering of course the material used, 
we nonetheless carried with us a Geiger counter that allowed us to measure directly the surrounding 
radioactivity.
     Very often, I made way, evidently I was made go ahead to make the first measurements. When my 
counter indicated me the 'red zone' I would stop and I would inform the scientist who would confirm my 
measurement, after which he would walk more or less a meter further than me. He then would lean 
forward, and thanks to a small shovel he collected a sample of sand that was immediately placed inside a 
special bag (of aluminium or lead paper). The bag with its content was promtly given to a lab nearby. I 
would like to make clear by the way that whenever the counter indicated us the red zone we were 
effectively fifty meters away from point zero.
     I had the results right under my eyes, in fact, out of all the things that had been put up, nothing was 
left, everything was destroyed, the boat placed one kilomenter away had completely melted. At point 
zero, there was a crater of approximetely 50 or 60 meters. Nothing too precise of course.
     In the whole site the sand became black, it gave a frightening impression of cataclysm of burnt land, 
charred.
     Once the collection of samples was over and the results registered, I accopanied the scientist towards a
zone of decontamination were we had a mandatory stop to the shower. It had its limitations since one day,
a scientist did not manage to get rid of some radioactivity that remained at a very high level in his hair. I 
saw him leave with a shaved head, which well demonstrates that the expositions were dangerous and that 
the authorities at the time were eager to make the least trace of radioactivity disappear. 
     Moreover, I would like to make clear that for the second launch in April, I was sent to drive Minister 
Mesmer who came instead of General De Gaulle, held up in Alger. He arrived some hours prior the hour 
H to give the order to launch, and leave immediately after 
      There have been some negligences, but on the consequences on personal health, as far as I am 
concerned, I had never been informed. I was far from having the idea that there were any dangers, except 
for the eyes. More precisely, a few minutes prior to the launch, we were required to put our head in our 
folded arms, to avoid the brightness of the explosion.
      Whether it is related or not, the fact remains that in May 1960 and I have fallen severely ill, curdled 
up, it is in these conditions that I have been urgently taken to a hospital. The diagnosis did not make 
hitself wait, a pleurisy. I had to lose about 20 pounds in a very short amount of time. The decision was 
immediately taken to send me back to my home to get better and find again calm and serenity, away from 
the nuclear turmoil.
     The way back home was a little comical, in the sense that I have been escorted from start to finish, 
both from military personnel, and at the arrival from the gendarmerie that took over to bring me to my 
parents. 
     The height of comedy, it had to be a family doctor to cure me, which he did very well, it must be said.
     The army, during all this, was silent, nothing but silence, mystery as well, because at no point my stay 
at the hospital in Tebessa (Algeria) appeared on my medical dossier, or any dossier on the dosimetry that 
concerned me, surprisingly so, if we refer to my testimony.
     Eventually, during my recovery, the permissions to return from the campaign, I was removed from the 
supervision of the army at the end of October 1960, and it was the gendarmerie that recovered my  
belongings.
     Hopefully, this testimony will help legitimize the requests of recognition on the responsibility of the 
State during the whole period of the nuclear tests.


